
RESOLUTION NUMBER 166 

HONORING MR. MARS NOCOST BURCHETT HOWARD  

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the passing of Mr. Mars 

Nocost Burchett Howard and active member of our community; and  

 

WHEREAS,  Mars Nocost Burchett Howard was born May 30, 1960 to Nocost Burchett Howard and Nettie B. 

Howard. He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Freddie M. Adams; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mars gave his life to Christ and was baptized at the age of 12 years old while attending Pleasant 

Green Missionary Baptist Church. He served as a Deacon at New Sunny Mount Missionary Baptist Church for 

several years. Most recently, he was a faithful member of Friendly Temple Missionary Baptist Church under the 

leadership of Bishop Michael Fulton Jones, Sr; and   

 

WHEREAS,  he attended St. Louis Public Schools and graduated from Charles Sumner High School, Class of 

1979, where he was a member of the Sumner High School Acapella Choir.  He also attended Fontbonne 

University; and    

 

WHEREAS, Mars learned exceptional business ethics, good manners, customer service and love for the 

community as early as his teenage years under the tutelage of his father who had a small business moving and 

selling various items including watermelons from the back of his truck on weekends; and   

 

WHEREAS,  early in his work career he worked for Marriott Corporation where he received several 

“Employee of the Year” awards. He was also employed with United Van Lines were he learned additional ins 

and outs of the moving industry both residential & commercial; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1985, he founded Mars Worldwide Moving Company, which later became Sky Moving 

Company, which is still in operation today. His company has been one of the only black owned moving 

companies in the St. Louis area and was notable for moving family, friends both in-state and across the country. 

Perhaps he might have even moved you or someone you know.  He has also engaged in moving many high 

profiles celebrities.  Additionally, Mars participated in moving equipment for two presidential debates, former 

President George Bush Sr. and former President Bill Clinton; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mars was joined in holy matrimony with his longtime friend and companion, Patricia Rice on 

September 8, 2012 and together they built a life of love with family and friends; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mars served his community well and has served on several boards including Better Family Life 

and 100 Black Men. He was very active with several organizations just to name a few, Demetrius Johnson 

Charitable Foundation, United Negro College Fund, Gateway Classic, and First Black Caucus. He has also 

helped with numerous disaster relief programs, including Hurricane Katrina in August 2005, Hurricane Isaac in 

August 2012 and Hurricane Harvey, August 2017; and  

 

WHEREAS, he was jovial and a joy to all who knew him, and ALWAYS …ALWAYS had something funny to 

say. He enjoyed talking to people about Christ and always had something positive and uplifting to say. If you 

asked him how he was doing, he would always say “I’m doing good and about to do better”; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mars leaves behind his devoted, loving wife Patricia Howard, his five children Marcus, Mars Jr, ( 

Deja), Ashley, Cassandra, Pac’i; and a host of grandchildren Angel, Luna, Cailin, Amiria, Cayden, Prince, 

Lydia and Ariel, his siblings; Ronn, Venus, June, Mary (his twin), Tyrone (Brenda), and a host of relatives and 

close friends. 

 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by this Honorable Board of Alderman of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to send our condolences to the family of Mr. Mars Nocost Burchett Howard and 

by adoption of this Resolution wish to join in with those celebrating his life. We further direct the Clerk of this 

Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

 

 

Introduced this 28th day of January, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward  

 

 

Adopted this 28th day of January, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_____________________     ____________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 
 
 


